
 

Why is childhood cancer a concern? B. Incidence rates 

The age-adjusted incidence rate for all cancers types in 

0-14 years  

• The highest cancer incidence is reported in Delhi (203.1 

cases per million boys and 125.4 cases per million girls) 

• In the Northeast Region, highest cancer incidence in 

Aizawl district (133.9 cases per million boys and 94.1 

cases per million girls)  

• The incidence in boys is nearly double that of girls  

The age specific incidence rate for all cancers types in 

15-19 years  

• The highest age-specific incidence of 179.8 cases per 

million for boys has been reported in 

Thiruvananthapuram district and 188.9 cases per million 

for girls in Kollam district 

 

 

➢ The types and causes of childhood cancers are unique. In 

most of the cases the cause remains unknown 

➢ The rate of treatment abandonment is high 

➢ Childhood cancer survivors could experience long term 

complications and sequelae as compared to adults 

A. Projected number of childhood cancer cases 

 

Year 2020 2025 

Boys 21197 21553 

Girls 13601 13840 

Total 34798 35393 

C. The common type of childhood cancers (%) 
  

How could childhood cancer outcomes be improved?  
 

➢ Early diagnosis and referral to appropriate treatment facilities 

➢ Encourage completion of treatment 

➢ Take due care of the child’s growth and development needs 

➢ Invest in appropriate research to reduce the disease burden and improve 

outcomes and survival 

 

 

 

C1.   0-14 years age group 

• Leukaemia accounts for nearly half of all 

childhood cancers in boys (46%) and girls (44%)  

• Lymphoma constitutes close to one-fifth (16%) 

of cancers in boys 

• Close to one-tenth (9%) of cancer in girls are 

malignant bone tumours 

C2. 15-19 years age group 

• Leukaemia accounts for over one-third of cancers 

(35%) in boys and a quarter in girls (25%) 

• Malignant bone tumours constitute close to one-

fifth of cancers in boys (19%) and girls (17%) 

• Lymphomas contribute to 17% of cancers in boys 

and 13 % of cancers in girls 
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Timely diagnosis and treatment are the key to improved survival 


